BUILDING CODE ORDINANCE FOR UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF GILA
COUNTY ARIZONA
ORDINANCE NO. 2017-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REPLACE PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED BUILDING CODE
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-03 AND ALL PRIOR BUILDING CODE ORDINANCES OF THE COUNTY
OF GILA IN ITS ENTIRETY AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF THIS GILA COUNTY
BUILDING CODE ORDINANCE BY REFERENCE REGULATING THE CONSTRUCTION,
ALTERATION, CONVERSION, MOVEMENT, ENLARGEMENT, REPLACEMENT, REPAIR,
EQUIPMENT, USE AND OCCUPANCY, LOCATION, MAINTENANCE, REMOVAL, AND
DEMOLITION OF THE BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES AND APPURTENANCES TO SUCH
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES IN GILA COUNTY; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION
THEREOF; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS AND COLLECTION OF PERMIT
FEES, AND PROVIDING FOR AN ADVISORY AND APPEALS BOARD.

WHEREAS, the Gila County Board of Supervisors is empowered to make and enforce all regulations not in
conflict with general law, pursuant to A.R.S §11-251(31), and may adopt ordinances necessary or proper to carry
out the County's responsibilities not otherwise limited or conflicting with other laws, pursuant to A.R.S. §11-
251.05(A); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has properly noticed this Ordinance in compliance with A.R.S
§11-251.05(C); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors is authorized to adopt a Building Code by Reference in
compliance with A.R.S. §11-861.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gila County Board of Supervisors adopts as
amended the Building Code Ordinance of Unincorporated Areas of Gila County, Arizona, which will go
into effect 30 days after Board of Supervisors’ approval:

BUILDING CODE ORDINANCE FOR UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF
GILA COUNTY, ARIZONA

SECTION 101

This Ordinance shall be known as the GILA COUNTY BUILDING CODE.
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SECTION 101.1
PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose of this Code is to provide minimum requirements to safeguard the public health, safety
and general welfare through affordability, structural strength, means of egress facilities, stability,
sanitation, light and ventilation, energy conservation and safety to life and property from fire and
other hazards attributed to the built environment and to provide safety to fire fighters and emergency
responders during emergency operations.

SECTION 101.2
ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

A. BUILDING SAFETY
The Building Safety Department shall administer the provisions of this Building Ordinance:

1. The official responsible for the administration of this Ordinance shall be the Chief
Building Official of Gila County. The rules for administering this Ordinance are as noted
in the respective Codes as adopted or as otherwise provided herein.

2. All permits or licenses issued by authority of this Ordinance shall comply with the
provisions of this Ordinance. Any permit or license issued in conflict with the provisions
of this Ordinance shall be considered null and void and have no effect.

3. Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall conflict with the exemptions provided pursuant
to Arizona Revised Statutes Title 11, Chapter 6, Article 5, § 11-812 and § 11-865.

B. ADVISORY AND APPEALS BOARD
1. Authority and Purpose

a. Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes, Title 11, Chapter 6, Article 5, § 11-862 there shall
be and is hereby created the Building Safety Advisory and Appeals Board. Whenever the
terms “Board”, “Advisory Board”, “Board of Appeals” or “Advisory and Appeals Board”
appear in the Building Code or the Building Code Ordinance, they shall mean the
Building Safety Advisory and Appeals Board.

b. This Advisory and Appeals Board is established to hear and decide appeals of orders,
decisions, or determinations made by the Building Official relative to the application and
interpretation of the Building Code and to determine the suitability of alternative
materials and construction methods.

c. The Advisory and Appeals Board shall also provide technical advice to the Building
Official to assist in the formation and adoption of revisions or amendments to the
Building Code and the Building Code Ordinance.

d. The functions, duties and rules of procedure for conducting the business of the Advisory
and Appeals Board shall be as specified in this section.
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2. Members and Qualifications

a. The Advisory and Appeals Board shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by and
serving at the pleasure of the Board of Supervisors. Initial appointments shall be made as
follows:

i. Two members shall be appointed to four year terms.
ii. Two members shall be appointed for three year terms.
iii. Two members shall be appointed for two year terms.
iv. One member shall be appointed to a one year term.

b. Thereafter, members shall be appointed for a term of four (4) years, staggered so that at
least one but not more than two terms expire each year.

c. The Building Official shall serve as a non-voting ex officio member of the Board and
shall act as secretary to the Board.

d. Members of the Advisory and Appeals Board must be residents of Gila County but
cannot be employees of Gila County government. This Board shall include members
from the following categories to the extent that persons meeting the qualifications are
available and willing to serve:

i An architect duly licensed in the state of Arizona.
i A professional engineer duly licensed in the state of Arizona.
il A general contractor duly licensed in the state of Arizona.
.iv A person representing the public.
.v A person engaged in the electrical, mechanical or plumbing trade.

e. Each member of this Board shall have substantial experience in at least one of the fields
covered by the Building Code and must be qualified by experience and training to decide
on matters pertaining to building construction.

f. Members of this Board shall serve without compensation except for reimbursement of
expenses as approved by the Board of Supervisors. This Board shall not be empowered to
incur debts, nor make any purchases nor enter into any contracts or agreements binding
Gila County.

3. Vacancies

a. A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner in which original appointments are made.
An appointment made to fill an unexpired term shall be made for the remainder of that
unexpired term only.

b. Board members may resign from their appointed position at any time for any reason.
However, a thirty (30) day written notice of resignation should be provided to the
Secretary of the Board.

c. The Board of Supervisors may remove any member who is absent from more than three
(3) consecutive Board meetings or 50% or more of all Board meetings held during any
one calendar year or for other due cause as determined by the Board of Supervisors.
Written notice of removal shall be delivered to the member being removed and a copy
shall be furnished to the Secretary of the Board who will provide the Chairman of the
Board with a copy.
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